The Kingdom of God is About Experiencing Power

By David Williams

“For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power.”

1 Corinthians 4:20

In order to understand these words we need to read them literally. Lets explore some thoughts and put a picture together of what the writer is trying to communicate.

In the first instance, keeping in context with the whole passage of Scripture, we see that the Apostle Paul is warning the Corinthians about entertaining teachings that do not have God’s power. Paul warns that he “will know not the word of those who are puffed up, but the power.” He was warning them that he was coming to discern what they had to say by whether there was power present.  And only then he makes the statement about the kingdom of God not being word but power. It was a challenge to Christians to pursue the power of God as evidence of the true gospel. 

We have done this very thing by entertaining powerless presentations and ourselves becoming desensitised from the kind of preaching God wants us exposed to – words with demonstrations of power.

The Apostle Paul also wrote in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes…” The word salvation does not only denote a moment when a person is born again, but denotes deliverance power, preserving power, healing power or His keeping power. In other words the gospel of Christ is a means for people (saved and unsaved) to be exposed to the power of God to help them move through life’s struggles.

We should read Mark 16:20 and be convinced that God desires to demonstrate His power with those preaching the gospel, “And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word with through the accompanying signs. Amen.”

In the second instance, if we did a word study on 1 Corinthians 4:20 it becomes very clear what God wants from preaching and what He doesn’t want.

1. Kingdom of God – the Kings’ domain (the realm where Jesus not only has authority but where all things are 100% subject to His reign.)

2. Word – concepts, ideas, speaking of words.

3. Power – power to get wealth, power to do miracles, power to have moral excellence.

God wants us to preach so that the Kingdom realm opens up His supernatural power to meet people’s needs. He doesn’t want motivational messages, intellectual messages, messages that have not been birthed through intimacy with Him and His school of the Spirit. We must pursue God so as to encounter Him. These encounters are what birth the gospel in our lives and release Kingdom power. 

One of the biggest miracles that I see when I preach is the miracle of supernatural provision. It’s a grace that has been deposited on our ministry. This grace was released during a season of incredible financial difficulty – in fact we had literally lost all our possessions. However God turned our one tonne trial into a one tonne blessing and now this grace called ‘prosperity’ is released when we preach the gospel.

Most preachers have the smooth words to take up good offerings in prosperous nations under the guise of the ‘prosperity message’. It is easy to prosper in a prospering country. However the true power of the gospel has to be able to provide supernaturally in the poorest conditions, if it is authentically releasing Kingdom power. After all the kingdom of God here is also the Kingdom of God there.

I have, for many years, seen God supernaturally provide and bless people in the West through our ministry, however the true test of my testimony of Christ was put to test when I was in rural Kenya where the people are poor. I preached in slums. I taught in bible colleges and I saw the gospel release the power of God for salvation. Apart from the many healings, I received testimony after testimony of how people in need saw provision miracles within a day or two after hearing me preach. I was astounded to see God move amongst the poor in the same way He moved in the West. I learnt something very important – the gospel is truly the power of God for salvation.

The evidence of good preaching is not that we are wow-ed by new ideas, smooth words and jokes but by the realms of the Kingdom of God we experience. The Kingdom of God is not in mere words – albeit funny words. The authentic gospel releases power. People everywhere need God’s power.

The gospel is a means of presenting to people God’s solution for their problems. The answer is somehow always Christ. We must preach Christ and so expose people to the Kingdom of God. Amen.

