Unlimited Provision

If we would look at the life of Jesus (through the gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) as a revelation of the Kingdom of God and of the Father we would have the necessary building blocks for understanding what God’s world is like. 

If we are to embrace a kingdom mindset then we need to learn from Jesus’ life to see how God relates to our circumstances from His heavenly viewpoint.

Today lets take a look at the miracle of supernatural provision.

It didn’t seem a problem for Jesus to think He could pay taxes by sending Peter fishing. See Matthew 17:24-27.
It didn’t seem an issue to feed the thousands who turned up to His meetings with a few loaves and fish. See Matthew 14:13-21 & 15:32-37.
If you think that is mind blowing lets have a look at how Jesus expected His disciples to embrace these miracles. Lets read Mark 8:1-21:

In those days, the multitude being very great and having nothing to eat, Jesus called His disciples to Him and said to them, "I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now continued with Me three days and have nothing to eat. "And if I send them away hungry to their own houses, they will faint on the way; for some of them have come from afar." Then His disciples answered Him, "How can one satisfy these people with bread here in the wilderness?" He asked them, "How many loaves do you have?" And they said, "Seven." So He commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground. And He took the seven loaves and gave thanks, broke them and gave them to His disciples to set before them; and they set them before the multitude. They also had a few small fish; and having blessed them, He said to set them also before them. So they ate and were filled, and they took up seven large baskets of leftover fragments. Now those who had eaten were about four thousand. And He sent them away, immediately got into the boat with His disciples, and came to the region of Dalmanutha. Then the Pharisees came out and began to dispute with Him, seeking from Him a sign from heaven, testing Him. But He sighed deeply in His spirit, and said, "Why does this generation seek a sign? Assuredly, I say to you, no sign shall be given to this generation." And He left them, and getting into the boat again, departed to the other side. Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread, and they did not have more than one loaf with them in the boat. Then He charged them, saying, "Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod." And they reasoned among themselves, saying, "It is because we have no bread." But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, "Why do you reason because you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive nor understand? Is your heart still hardened? "Having eyes, do you not see? And having ears, do you not hear? And do you not remember? "When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of fragments did you take up?" They said to Him, "Twelve”."Also, when I broke the seven for the four thousand, how many large baskets full of fragments did you take up?" And they said, "Seven."So He said to them, "How is it you do not understand?"
Lessons from this passage of Scripture:

1. There was an expectation in Jesus’ heart that the disciples’ thinking should be transformed by virtue of those supernatural experiences (from natural limitation to supernatural provision) and this is why He chastised them for having a hard heart. In His thinking they had seen first hand God’s supernatural supply and He considered it ‘hardness of heart’ for them to be still worrying about having not enough bread in the boat. 

2.  This transformation was expected to become a foundation in their walk with God so that in future circumstances, when they had no provision, they would believe for miracles. 

3. They were never to be limited by natural resources.

How does this teaching affect us?

1. We need to understand supernatural provision. For example:


a. We must have seed to sow (with thanksgiving and faith) when we are expecting supernatural provision. For example, Jesus asked the disciples ‘what do we have’ (which was a few bread and fish) and this was the seed for the multiplication miracle to manifest. 


b. We need to leave room for God to meet our needs supernaturally and not concern ourselves about lack.

2. Expect provision in unlikely places.

3. We must never allow natural resources to limit us from doing what God wants to do. 

4. If we have seen God provide supernaturally in the past then our thinking needs to be transformed by reason of the miracles we experience so that we always look to God to supply our lack. This is the kingdom mentality God wants us to have.
