The Spirit of Infirmity

About Jesus:

Acts 10:38

“…God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with (1) power, who went about doing good and (2) healing all who were (3) oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.”

1. Power: dunamis

1) strength power, ability


a) inherent power, power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature, or which a person or thing exerts and puts forth


b) power for performing miracles


c) moral power and excellence of soul


d) the power and influence which belong to riches and wealth


e) power and resources arising from numbers

f) power consisting in or resting upon armies, forces, hosts

2. Healing

1) to cure, heal


2) to make whole


a) to free from errors and sins, to bring about (one's) salvation

3. Oppression

1) to exercise harsh control over one, to use one's power against one

2) to oppress one
About us:

And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." 

Mark 16:14-18
“And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.' Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.” Matthew 10:8

How do we heal?

If we search the Scriptures we see that one of the ways that Jesus healed the sick was to identify the oppression of the devil, then deal with the devil and release healing.

1. Luke 13:10-13
Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up. But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, "Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity." And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. 

Matthew 17:14-21 & Mark 9:14-29 (two accounts of the same story)

2. Matthew 17:17-21

And when they had come to the multitude, a man came to Him, kneeling down to Him and saying, Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and suffers severely; for he often falls into the fire and often into the water. So I brought him to Your disciples, but they could not cure him." Then Jesus answered and said, "O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him here to Me." And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the child was cured from that very hour. Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not cast it out?" So Jesus said to them, "Because of your unbelief, for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you. "However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting."

 3. Mark 9:14-29

Then one of the crowd answered and said, "Teacher, I brought You my son, who has a mute spirit."And wherever it seizes him, it throws him down; he foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes rigid. So I spoke to Your disciples, that they should cast it out, but they could not." He answered him and said, "O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him to Me." Then they brought him to Him. And when he saw Him, immediately the spirit convulsed him, and he fell on the ground and wallowed, foaming at the mouth. So He asked his father, "How long has this been happening to him?" And he said, "From childhood. "And often he has thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us." Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes." Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, "Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!" When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it: "Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no more!" The spirit cried out, convulsed him greatly, and came out of him. And he became as one dead, so that many said, "He is dead." But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And when He had come into the house, His disciples asked Him privately, "Why could we not cast it out?" So He said to them, "This kind can come out by nothing but prayer and fasting.” 

What did Jesus do?

1. Identified the devil

2. Cast it out

3. Prayed for healing

What is infirmity?


1) want of strength, weakness, infirmity


a) of the body


1) its native weakness and frailty


2) feebleness of health or sickness


b) of the soul


1) want of strength and capacity requisite


a) to understand a thing


b) to do things great and glorious


c) to restrain corrupt desires

d) to bear trials and troubles

Q: What is a spirit of infirmity?

A: Any demon power that oppresses us causing the above symptoms.

Symptoms:

Physical: weakness, frailty, always falling sick, can’t get healthy

Soul: can’t function within normal capacity, can’t understand or concentrate, no power to be great, can’t keep yourself pure, always stressed and on edge – can’t bear trials.

Q: How do they come in? A: Trauma, sin, sorrow, pain… through any open door.

"The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. John 10:10

Ecclesiastes 10:8b

“And whoever breaks through a wall will be bitten by a serpent.”

