The New Covenant

Sermon notes by Christie Blaikie 13/4/08

It is the season where God is equipping and re-empowering the church for the end times.

The HS showed me a key for the Body of Christ was to become acquainted and reacquainted with the New Covenant promises.

Am hoping that as I share with you scriptures on the New Covenant, you are going to get filled with understanding on your access, authority, power and benefits as I have this week. 

What is a Covenant?

Diatheke – dee-ath-ay-kay A will, testament pact, contract, an agreed upon plan to which both parties subscribe. While the word (diatheke) may signify an agreement between two parties, with each accepting mutual obligations, most often it is a declaration of one person’s will. In the bible, God initiated the whole action, set the conditions and defined as a decree a declaration of purposes. The New Covenant began with Jesus’ death on the cross and we’ll get to that soon.

When you buy a house, you fill out the offer and acceptance form, write in the clauses and sign it as an intent to buy the property. This is a covenant – you intend to buy the property if the owners accept your offer.

God covenanted in the past with Noah, Abraham, Moses and Israel. 

Why a New Covenant?

Why was a new covenant necessary? Since just after the creation of man, Adam and Eve fell into sin when they ate the fruit God asked them not to eat. Since this time, they forfeited their rule to the Serpent and they were separated from God because of sin and so it was until Jesus came. 

Genesis 3:15 God addresses the serpent; “… I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and Her seed, He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”

This passage signifies that although man has sinned, God already has a plan for redemption of man. In the most specific sense, the scripture relates to the Lord Jesus trampling on the Serpent’s head at the cross, I also think it wonderful that God is giving the woman a chance to redeem herself for her actions with taking the fruit by the promise that it would be her seed that crushes the Serpent’s head.

Essentially, God wanted so desperately to be reconnected with man, to walk with him as he would have in the garden, that he sent His son to die for us. John 3:16

After the Fall

After the Fall of man into sin, God made an everlasting covenant with Abraham. His covenant was that He would be Abraham’s descendants God.  A sign of this covenant was that all boys were to be circumcised at 8 days old. If they were not, they were not a part of the God’s people.

During the time of Moses, God covenanted with Israel in Ex 19:5 saying that if they would obey His word and keep His covenant they would be a special treasure to Him above all people. Then God gave them His law and the deal was sealed with animal’s blood by Moses in Ex 24:9. 

However, the people could never truly connect with God and God could never truly connect with the people because of sin. 

So what is the deal?

OLD TESTAMENT

According to Jeremiah 31:31

	NEW COVENANT
	BEFORE CHRIST

	Conciliatory – house of Israel and Judah. Bringing together those that have been divided by bitterness and hostility
	Imperfect – if the first covenant had been faultless, there would be no occasion for a second

	Inward – writing on hearts and minds not on stone tablets! Not only allows us to learn God’s instructions but to obey them.
	Powerless – They did not continue in my covenant. New covenant supplies the power to make the journey. A better covenant was necessary because the old covenant could only point the way forward; it could not provide man with the power to meet it’s requirements

	Universal – In the old covenant, God’s people were reliant on human teachers and the old covenant was exclusively Jewish. Now, all shall know Him, from the least to the greatest.
	Obsolete – vanishes away as the rich fruition in Christ is fulfilled

	Generous – He will be merciful toward their iniquities. In the old covenant forgiveness was partial and for Jews only
	Restricted access to God – Only the priest was allowed to enter the Holy of Holies one day a year on the Day of Atonement. He would sprinkle the blood onto the mercy seat of the ark of the covenant in order to atone for himself and for the errors of the people. A heavy curtain (veil) divided the outer and the inner court. Jesus’ blood allows us to enter into the Holiest place by a new and living way which He consecrated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh. Hebrews 10:19-20.

	Assured – The old covenant was limited, temporary and partial. God makes definite promises to His people and quotes the seven ‘I wills’ of His better covenant
	Partial Cleansing – Couldn’t help the inner man or the conscience which is the internal problems with hearts and minds. The new covenant offers full and complete inward cleansing

	Complete pardon
	Limited pardon


According to Isaiah 53:4-5

	Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions. He was bruised for our iniquities. The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. 
	Grief and sorrows both refer to sickness physically and spiritually

Trangressions and iniquity both are literally wickedness and rebellion


NEW TESTAMENT

	Walk in the spirit Gal 5:16
	Bound to the law Gal 5:16

	Liberty Gal 5:16
	Bondage of legalism Gal 5:13

	Liberty to love and serve one another Gal 5:13
	Bondage of legalism Gal 5:13

	Faith working through love Gal 5:6
	Circumcision 

	Grace and apostleship so we can obey Rom 1:5
	

	Salvation Rom 1:16 (soteria – deliverance, prosperity, soundness, happiness, rescue, general well being. Salvation is a present possession for a fuller realisation in the future)
	

	Conviction
	Condemnation

	Ability to crucify the flesh with it’s desires and passions Gal 5:24
	

	A new creation – a new form or quality
	

	Reconciled to God through Jesus and given us also the ministry of reconciliation 2 Cor 5:11
	At odds with God due to sin Col 1:19-20

	Holy, blameless, above reproach in God’s sight Col 1:22
	

	Complete in Jesus, who Is the Head of all principality and power Col 2:10
	

	Raised with Christ at the right hand of God Col 3:1-2
	

	Sin shall not have dominion over you Rom 6:14, John 12:46
	Sin had dominion

	Spirit that raised Christ from the dead dwells within you and gives life to your mortal bodies Rom 8:11, John 14:16, Heb 6:4
	

	Received the Spirit of adoption (children of God) Rom 8:16
	

	Heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ Romans 8:17
	

	Whoever believes on Him (Jesus), will not be put to shame Rom 19:11
	

	Rivers of living water flowing from within us John 7:38
	

	Never taste death if keep His word John 8:52 (taste – ghyoo-om-ahee to eat, partake, feel, experience both naturally and metaphorically, esp. to describe the personal experience of death)
	

	Mercy - Goodness of God leads to repentance Rom 2:4 (He gives us a chance to repent before He executes judgement)
	By the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight Rom 2:20

	Conscience bearing witness Rom 2:15
	

	Justified freely by His grace through redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God sent forth as a propitiation (mercy seat) by His blood through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God has passed over the sins that were previously committed to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and justifies of the one who has faith in Jesus. Rom 3:24-26, Heb 7:27, Heb 9:25 (Sending Christ to die for our sins was God’s amazing solution to the problem of how He could remain just (punish all sin) and still justify us (declare us perfectly righteous in His sight). All past sin is forgiveness which He remembers no more Heb 8:12
	God’s wrath at sin and partial forgiveness through the sacrifice of animals Heb 7:27

Forgiveness once, annually Heb 9:7

	Cleansing of conscience from dead works to serve the living God Heb 9:14
	Can not be made perfect in regard to conscience Heb 9:9

	Access to grace Rom 5:2
	

	Glory of God Rom 5:2, Heb 7:19 (the manifestation of God’s presence)
	

	Love of God poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us Rom 5:5
	

	Eternal life Rom 5:21 Eternal inheritance Heb 9:15
	Sin reigning in death Rom 5:21

	Life and life more abundantly John 10:10 (abundant – per-is-soss superabundance, excessive, overflowing, surplus, over and above, more than enough, profuse, extraordinary, above the ordinary, more than sufficient in every aspect) 
	

	Greater works (as in miracles) John 14:12
	

	Holy Spirit – helper, convictor John 16:18
	

	Peace John 14:26
	

	Bear much fruit John 15:5
	

	Friends with God (through obedience) John 15:14
	

	All who labour and are heavy laden (under Jewish legalism) He will give you rest. His yoke is easy and His burden is light. Matt 11:28-29 
	

	Keys of the kingdom to bind and loose (forbidding and permitting)
	

	Full of joy Acts 1:28
	

	Life is hidden in Christ Col 3:3
	

	Christ is all and is in all Col 3:11
	

	In Him Col 2:11

circumcised by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh

buried with Him

Raised with Him

Made alive together with Him

We share all His experiences with Him and therefore are overcomers with Him. If we are in Him we have access, authority and power to all that He has! 
	

	Authority to trample on serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy and nothing shall by any means hurt you. Spirits are subject to you. Luke 10:19-20
	

	Nothing will be impossible for you with faith Matt 17:20 
	


Final Notes

Some of us still living in the old covenant!

Some of us are trying to attain to a spiritual level (works) to gain access to things already available

An example where the disciples are not in accordance to the New Covenant Matthew 17: 14 Jesus heals a boy with a demon after the disciples could not cure him. Jesus response is, ‘Oh faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring Him here to me.’ It only requires faith! Matthew 16 Jesus had just said to the disciples that he has given them the keys of the kingdom to bind and loose.

An example where the disciples are in accordance with the New Covenant Luke 10:1 Jesus sends out seventy others two by two into every city and place where He was about to go. He commanded them to vs 9 to heal the sick there and say to them, The Kingdom of God has come near to you’. The seventy return to Him with joy in vs 17 saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name’. Who were the 70? Just random believers!

An example where Jesus is encouraging the disciples to walk in the power of the New Covenant. Matthew 14:13 Jesus feeds the 5000 with 5 loaves and 2 fish then in chapter 15:32 Jesus is almost baiting the disciples to go ahead and feed the 4000 with a seven loaves and a few little fish. The disciples response to Jesus is, ‘Where could we get enough bread in the wilderness to fill such a great multitude?’ They had completely forgotten the previous miracle where Jesus fed the 5000. 

We need to believe the whole bible – not just the parts we are comfortable with and understand. 

Key word of the New Covenant is faith. I believe that God chose faith because on our own we can’t work it up by our own efforts (like love, patience, joy). Faith is not dependant on our ability! It is a condition of complete belief in the ability of God.
