Serving Mammon?

“ No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and mammon.” Matthew 6:24

In this passage of Scripture Jesus is dealing with the moral dilemma each believer faces when making decisions involving their finances. His concern has to do with which master is influencing their decisions – God or Mammon. If we allow God to influence our decision–making, then God is our Master and if we allow Mammon to influence us then Mammon is our master.

Whilst there is little to no way we can survive in our world without money, it wasn’t money (in the form of physical currency) that Jesus had a problem with, but rather the morals of Mammon. Money is lifeless in its physical state and cannot exert any influence over us. However money becomes Mammon when we see the mental, emotional and spiritual pressure it exerts on us when our supply of it is threatened or when we make lifestyle decisions because of an abundance of it. Despite whom we like to think we are serving, whose values we align our lifestyle to, is the master.

What is Mammon and how do we serve it? Mammon is money personified. Jesus’ use of this metaphor (in giving it a god status) is to highlight the power it has over our lives? To get a clearer picture of the nature of Mammon and how it influences us, lets first have a look at the nature of God and see how He influences us, then go through a similar thought process to see what Mammon is like. We know that God is love and His nature exudes love, if we love others through expressions of kindness, forgiveness, patience or faithfulness we are exuding His nature. As a higher authority, in this context, anytime we influence others in love we are serving Him – by allowing His nature to touch others. Since money has many connections into our lives, it too can stir up many different emotions in us, amongst the most obvious – greed, fear, hatred, jealousy, pride and arrogance. Once we act upon any one of these emotions, as a moral master, we are in essence serving Mammon. Philosophically speaking, if Mammon were a god and could make us feel these types of emotions then ultimately Mammon has these elements within its nature. We can see why the Apostle James wrote, “…the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil…” 1 Timothy 6:10.  If the source of ‘all’ kinds of evil is linked to a love of money, then the nature of money (as a moral being) must also be evil.

What we need to see then is, depending upon whose values we yield to is the god we are serving. If we are were truly serving God then we would live by a biblical pattern of values that please Him. On a moral level we would use our money to serve the poor, preach the gospel, worship Jesus, serve others, tithe or provide for our family. We would also live a holy lifestyle worthy of Christ. On the other hand if we served Mammon we would live out our lives very differently. We would ‘take’ rather than ‘give’, seek to be ‘served’ rather than ‘serve’ – imitating the pop culture expressed in our society. Moreover we would not see any value in applying the radical moral values ascribed to proper Christian behaviour. 

Serving God then is a matter of expressing His nature through our values and using our wealth to serve His cause. Once we yield to the driving force behind society’s need for more money and allow that force to find expression in our lifestyle we are then serving Mammon. The worship of Mammon is the source of all avarice, vice and crime – to serve it is to ultimately be serving evil. This is the cause of the Devil. In the end His words ring true ‘we cannot serve two masters we will either hate the one and love the other, or else be loyal to one and despise the other’. Let us therefore examine our lives and identify the driving force behind our lifestyle and remove from our midst the idol of Mammon.

