Sell All That You Own 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys the field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, who, when he has found one pearl of great price, went out and sold all that he had and bought it.” 

(Matthew 13:44-46)

As we read these words from Jesus it should become clear to us that He is speaking a mystery about the kingdom of heaven – which He came to release on the earth. In these verses we are twice told that finding the kingdom of heaven is like finding treasure. No ordinary treasure, but what must be purchased at all cost. 

Since we see this parable as a key to experiencing the realm of heaven, we must understand that God requires us to have a sell all mentality if we are going to make the transition of seeing something precious in Him and possessing it as our own.  

These illustrations of the kingdom are a call to us valuing what God treasures and to commit our whole life to possessing it. Jesus was showing us the way to experiencing God’s riches and glory.  

Many Christians do not have any passion for God and no power of God in their lives because they value what the world values over what God values. Not only did Christ teach about this ‘sell all’ lifestyle, He demonstrated it in the way He lived His life. We can expect to be given the same opportunity to follow Him – as the disciples – but it will require us to sell all, as they did. 

What is a sell all attitude?

In Matthew 19:16-26 we read about Jesus encounter with the rich young ruler. Even though this man had many virtues – which were pleasing to God, his possessions were a stumbling block to him experiencing the kingdom of God. Jesus was trying to teach him that it was not righteousness which was the key to the kingdom but an undivided commitment to seeking the kingdom – or a sell all mentality. Since he had much to lose he went away with much sorrow.

This encounter also frightened the disciples when they questioned, ‘who then can be saved?’ because they too had stumbling blocks in their lives – however they had made the commitment to pursue Jesus at all cost. Even though they did not have it all together in themselves – they were willing to grow along the journey with Christ.

Jesus made the comment, “Assuredly I say to you, that it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”
Its not that God has a problem with wealthy people but rather that a rich person has much to lose in following Christ. Since Christ’s call requires total devotion, a person may be asked by the Lord to take a stand for truth that requires ‘all they value to be lost’. This wealth may be finance to one person or it may be popularity or reputation to another, or it may be career or some type of security. 

If we love worldly success and fame above our pursuit for His kingdom and righteousness then we will not have access to heaven’s realities. There is only room in our hearts for one treasure and in Jesus’ teaching that treasure is God and His kingdom.  If we long for Him and His Kingdom to manifest on earth, ‘as it is in heaven’, then we need to become as one of the disciples – leaving behind all worldly values and purchase the pearl of great price. God is no respecter of persons – to see God move in our midst requires passion, desperation and devotion in seeking Him.

