Jesus Starts His Ministry

I have heard it said that Jesus Christ is true theology. If that is true, and I believe it is, we should see everything in the life of Jesus as the blue print to serving God. We should draw confidence that if we followed His life and teachings we too would be pleasing to God. 

So let us look into the way Jesus began His ministry. Our bible study will be Luke 3, 4, and 5. As we read these Scriptures we aught approach them with the mindset that this is the pattern for us to follow, as we enter into our ministry. 

Significant Events:

1. Luke 3:21 “When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while he prayed the heaven was opened…”  

The first significant event we see take place is that Jesus was baptized by John in the Jordon – this was a requirement of the Law to entering into the priestly ministry (Exodus 29:1-7). John the Baptist was the true high priest of the day (although not recognized by the spiritual leaders) and He needed John to consecrate Him in the proper way so that He could, as High Priest, offer Himself as the sacrificial lamb. See also Matthew 3: 13-17.

It just goes to show that we cannot be self appointed into positions of authority and ministry, nor can we just appoint anyone into such ministry, it has to follow righteous order. Firstly God appoints people into the office of ‘ministry’ and secondly, people in authority have to pass on the ‘mantle’ of authority. (Hebrews 5:1-5)

2. Luke 3:22 “And the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, ‘You are my beloved Son; in you I am well pleased’.”

The second most significant event that took place in the lead up to Jesus starting in ministry is that He receives the Holy Spirit and is commissioned by God to enter into the family business (these words, “You are my beloved Son; in you I am well pleased” are the words of a Jewish father to his eldest son as he passes on the family business.)

What was the family business?  To Jesus it was releasing the Kingdom of God onto the earth. Jesus was given the rights by His Father to run the business of the Kingdom of God.

3. Luke 4:1 “Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness…” 

The third most significant thing in this study is to see that the ministry of Jesus was preceded with a season of fasting.

4. “Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galillee and news of Him went out through all the surrounding region.” 

Jesus went into the season of fasting led by the Holy Spirit and finished the season ‘in the power of the Holy Spirit’. 

Our fourth significant lesson in this passage is that fasting played a significant role in getting the power of the Holy Spirit.

Other Events of Significance:

5. Luke 4:2-13 Jesus was tempted by the Devil and challenged in the area of His calling in an attempt to abort His ministry before it began:

a. (Luke 4:3-4) Since Jesus was the Bread of Life – Satan challenged Jesus to produce a counterfeit by turning the stones into bread. Jesus responded by saying man doesn’t live on natural bread alone – but also on Heavenly bread – which is God’s word – which He was the manifestation of.

b. (Luke 4:5-8) As the King of the Kingdom of God and the central focus of our worship Satan tries to tempt Jesus by offering Him a place of authority on earth if He worshipped him. Again Jesus denies the Devil access into His life.

c. (Luke 4:9-12) As the Lord of Hosts, Satan tempts Jesus to use His authority with angels to prove His authority but in His humility and devotion to God and His word He declines and the Devil is once again defeated.

6. Luke 4:16-44 Jesus acknowledges His identity and purpose and begins ministering.

7. Luke 5 Jesus made disciples of ordinary people.  These ones would later become the core team to do the works of ministry – who once they recognized their potential in God would carry on His works (which 2000 years on is stronger than ever and growing at a faster rate than ever in history).

How does this study of Scripture affect us?
1. Everyone has a call to serve in ministry because of the great commission, but not everyone has a call to platform ministry or five fold ministry. The latter needs to be authenticated and released through godly order. Someone in authority needs to release us into the family business of platform ministry.

2. Our ministry life should be preceded by a season of fasting in order to get the power of the Holy Spirit – so we can fulfill the great commission.

3. Making disciples of others is a Divine strategy to growing the kingdom of God. It’s also a means of passing on the baton to others so they can serve God. We need to make disciples of others and pass on a godly heritage.

4. We need to be mindful that the Devil will scheme to abort the purposes of God in our lives by strategically challenging us in the area of our potential. For example, if we are called to preach he may try to abort our ministry through rejection, in our call to holiness he may try to open our eyes to the world of sin. We need to understand that this comes with the territory of ministry. Its important, like Jesus, to keep our eyes focused on God and not allow the Devil or circumstances to shut down the purpose of God. 

5. Our understanding of ‘our’ identity and purpose plays such an important role in keeping ourselves focused on the bigger picture so that we do not become casualties of the Devil’s schemes or of adverse circumstances.

