How to Overcome Sin!
Very little needs to be said by any preacher regarding sin because the Bible says all that needs to be said about it. Sin is so deceitful that if we add our own interpretations to anything in scripture we could well be on the road to justifying our own sins and weakness. So lest we make the same mistakes let us read scripture and see what we need to do about the sin life.

Hebrews 12:1

“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,”

Q: Why do we lay aside every weight of sin? A: Because we have a great cloud of witnesses watching us. One day we will experience the judgment seat of Christ and everything that has been recorded will be used against us.

Q: What does sin do? A: Ensnares us from running the race that God has set before us.

Cut off everything that is 

hindering righteousness!

Mark 9:43-48 

"If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched--"where

'Their worm does not die,
And the fire is not quenched.'
"And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame, rather than having two feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched--"where

'Their worm does not die,
And the fire is not quenched.'
"And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire--"where

'Their worm does not die,
And the fire is not quenched.'
We are supposed to cut off the source of that which causes us to offend God or we risk facing His judgement.

Hand: If there is a problem with what we do and our hand causes us to sin – cut off the source of that sin so we do not stumble any more.

Foot: If there is a problem with where we go and our travels cause us to sin – we need to cut off our travels so that we are no longer placed in temptations way.

Eye: If there is a problem with what we watch and what we see causes us to sin – cut off the source of that sin so we do not stumble any more.

In this passage Jesus is teaching us, it is better to remove the source of sin from our lives than to continue in sin and enter into God’s judgement. 

According to Jesus, it is better for us to remove from our lifestyle that which leads us into sin. Whether we only desired something as a means of relaxation, entertainment or enlightenment if these things are a cause for sin we need to cut them off from our lives. 

We might need to disconnect from the internet if that is the source of our sin, remove the TV and DVD player or stop drinking alcohol altogether.

It might be certain relationships that cause us to sin – Scripture tells we need break free from these relationships. It may be the married man or woman who we know is flirting with us, we need to cut off that relationship. Or it may the person who is showing us that extra little bit of affection that might be the source of immoral fantasy. If these relationships cause us to sin in thought word or deed we need to cut these relationships out of our lives.

Where sin abounds, grace abounds much more!

God understands that darkness is growing in our society and everywhere we look sin is lying at our door. However according to Scripture there is no avenue to be passive to what happens in our society because the grace we have available to us will always operate in greater measure than the current measure of sin.

Rom 5:20
“Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more…”

According to Strong’s Concordance 

Abound:


1) to abound beyond measure, abound exceedingly


2) to overflow, to enjoy abundantly

Now what we need to understand here is that we are not talking about grace as the unmerited favour of God. That is a wrong understanding of grace. That is a description of the mercy of God.  Grace and mercy are two different things. Grace is the power of God to respond to God and mercy is God’s compassion.


According to Strong’s Concordance 


Grace:


Of the merciful kindness by which God, exerting his holy influence upon souls, turns them to Christ, keeps, strengthens, increases them in Christian faith, knowledge, affection, and kindles them to the exercise of the Christian virtues. The spiritual condition of one governed by the power of divine grace.

If we sin thinking we will be covered by God’s grace we are already in deception. That is a sign we are already bound by darkness.

The only time we will receive grace is if we truly desire to repent. We receive grace to stop sinning. We receive grace to keep us from being passive about sin. (See Romans 5 & 6)
A Simple Word Study 2 Peter 1:3-4
“…as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” 2 Peter 1:3-4

As we read this passage we see that God is offering us His divine power to live in holiness and overcome the corrupt nature of the human soul.
How does this affect us? If we recognize that we are still morally weak in areas of our life, then this Scripture is providing us with a solution; we can be empowered by His Divine nature to live in this world in moral excellence.
Below is a word study from ‘Strongs Concordance’. The purpose of this word study is to give us a detailed picture of what this passage of Scripture is saying. We are studying three key words: Power, Corruption, Lust to get a more detailed understanding of what God is promising us.
According to Strong’s Concordance
Power:
1) strength power, ability
a) inherent power, power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature, or which a person or thing exerts and puts forth
b) power for performing miracles
c) moral power and excellence of soul
d) the power and influence which belong to riches and wealth
e) power and resources arising from numbers
f) power consisting in or resting upon armies, forces, host
Corruption:
1) corruption, destruction, perishing
a) that which is subject to corruption, what is perishable
b) in the Christian sense, eternal misery in hell
2) in the NT, in an ethical sense, corruption i.e. moral decay
According to Strong’s Concordance
Lust:
1) desire, craving, longing, desire for what is forbidden, lust
If we join the dots of the words we have studied we see that the message means: We have solution in the power of God to not only overcome the unclean cravings and desires of the flesh which result in moral decay, but also to live godly lives in a dark world.
Let us commit to seeking God for power over fleshly desires which corrupt us.

