How does God want us to love Him?

What we should see from the two scriptures quoted below is that love is the foundation stone of our Christianity. Our whole faith is based in love, firstly for God and then for people. 

Matthew 22:37-40

“Jesus said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and great commandment. ‘And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ On these two commands hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

1 Corinthians 13:1-8 

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing. Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails…”
· As 1 Corinthians 13 teaches we can do ‘good works’, even be named amongst the best of the martyrs, but if we do not have love our works amount to nothing. So then what does it mean to love?

· The biblical understanding of love is very different to the world’s understanding of love. Without an accurate picture of what it means to love (the way God wants us to love) we cannot obey God, so this study (which is by no means exhaustive) is a guide to see how God expects us to love Him with all our heart, soul and mind (see Matthew 22:37-40).

· 1 Corinthians 13 provides a very clear picture that love (God’s way) is a commitment to compassion. In this chapter we see that love has a set of behaviours – patience, kindness, forgiveness, hope, humility etc and these behaviours come from a tender heart toward those we love. What we need to see is that our actions coincide with our feelings. We know that we love others because we are committed to treating them according to this list of behaviours. However these behaviours are not merely works, they aught to come out of a tender heart. What we will see in the following few scriptures below is that this is how God wants us to treat Him too.
How does God know that we love Him? 

Challenge: How does God know that you love Him? Are you living by His Word with undivided worshipful devotion?
1. God receives love from His people when they live by His Word.

John 14:21 "He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him."

· To love God is to keep His commands. In God’s eyes saying we love Him must translate into obedience to His Word.

2. God wants obedience to His Word to come from undivided heart felt devotion.

Revelations 2:1-4 "I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name's sake and have not become weary. Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love."Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place--unless you repent.”
· We know from this passage that obedience to God’s Word alone is not what He is seeking from His people, but rather an obedience to His Word that comes from worshipful devotion to Him (or a tender heart).

3. Extravagant giving of ourselves in worship

John 12:1-8 “Then six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead, whom He had raised from the dead. There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him. Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil. But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, who would betray Him, said, "Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it. But Jesus said, "Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. "For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always."
· Whilst Martha was serving the ministry and Judas was concerned about the ministry’ money, Mary was giving Jesus what He truly valued – heart felt worship. God receives love when we bring ourselves to sit at His feet, not out of duty but out of heart felt worship.

Further Study

· If you want to continue a study on this topic so see how God sees love from His people, study the life of Jesus. Since He was the exact representation of God the Father in the earth we can be confident that whatever pleased Him will also please God. 

"If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him."Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us. Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father'? John 14:7-9

