God’s Love For Us

It seems to me that we have quoted John 3:16 so much that we have lost sight of what the love of God truly looks like.

To paint a picture of what this love looks like we are going to explore two scriptures:

1. 1 Corinthians 13:1-11, 13

2. Hosea 3

1 Corinthians 13:1-11, 13

( In reading this passage we see that it is a list describing the kind of commitment to compassion God wants His people to undertake. We see this type of love exemplified in Jesus’ earthly life – even to the point where He went to die for our sins so that we could receive salvation (firstly at the born again experience and then as often as we need it for the rest of our earthly lives). Without this type of commitment to humanity we would be hopeless. 

( 1 Corinthians 13 is a prescription for the way God wants us to love others. Since this is the way He loves us, He in turn expects us to have no less a commitment in loving each other.

( Many of us may struggle to identify with the love commitment of John 3:16 because we see His love as Divine. However if we could somehow get a glimpse of the depth of emotional agony God went through in His pursuit of us we would see John 3:16  through a very different perspective. The book of Hosea provides this very glimpse.

Hosea 3

( God gave a very unusual command to Hosea the prophet:

“…Go, take yourself a wife of harlotry, and children of harlotry, for the land has committed great harlotry by departing from the Lord.” (Hosea 1:2)

( In chapter one of Hosea we see that the prophet not only married Gomer (who was the wife of harlotry) according to the word of the Lord, but also had children with her. In chapter 3 we see that Gomer has once again returned to her former ways in prostitution. This time however she has wronged both her husband and her children. 

( This story is supposed to evoke within us an appreciation of the emotional pain involved in betrayal. Anyone having had a similar experience would be able to identify with the agony Hosea felt – ultimately it paints a picture of how God feels about His people when they backslide.

( In verse one of chapter 3 we read that God says to Hosea, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by a lover…” 

There are many implications involved in this passage, which are very important for us point out. 

1. From the outset we need to understand that Hosea truly loved Gomer before her adultery and now God wants him to revive that same love for her. 

2. What is even more astonishing is that Gomer has not even decided she is finished with this life of harlotry, she is still being ‘loved by her lover’, yet God wants Hosea to stir within himself his former love for her. 

3. Whilst she is continuing in this state of betrayal God wants him to make plans to get her back and restore her. 

( We need to think for a moment of all the kinds of emotions and battles going on in Hosea’s heart. Insecurity? Fear? Shame? Rejection? Anger? This is the kind of identification God wants us to connect with to understand not only what He went through when He sent His Son, but also what He goes through when we turn from Him.

In the same way Hosea’s emotions were tied up into Gomer, so God’s emotions are tied up into us.

( In the next two verses we see Hosea buys Gomer out of slavery and takes her home to restore her. 

( This is all but a picture of our salvation in Christ. As much as it pained God to release His Son on mission to earth, His broken heart for sinners compelled Him to follow through with this sacrifice. 

( What were supposed to see, having explored these Scriptures is that God’s love is truly heart felt and 100% committed to what is taught in 1 Corinthians 13. It is how He loves and how He wants us to love others.

( It is certainly a very powerful glimpse into the heart of God as there can be no greater display of love than when someone pursues a sinner, whilst they are still in their sin and offers complete forgiveness and restoration to them. This is the love of God in John 3:16.

