Fulfilling The Great Commission

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Matthew 28:18-20

And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." Mark 16:15-18 

1. What do we learn about the Kingdom of God through these Scriptures?

The Kingdom of God grows through preaching the gospel of the Kingdom and making disciples of people.

a. Go: to be pursuing the journey on which one has entered, to depart from life to follow Jesus instructions and beliefs, to order your life to do this work.

b. Disciple: to be a disciple of someone, to follow his instructions and precepts, to be taught and instructed.

c. Nations: multitudes of people associated or living together: whether a company, troop, family, tribe, nation, people group or people not yet worshipping Jesus. 

d. Signs will follow the preaching: These are the gifts of the Holy Spirit

2. How do we preach the gospel?

In a different account of the same story ‘of the resurrected Christ appearing to the disciples’, He not only gave them the instructions to make disciples but also to wait until God gave them the power to preach the gospel.

And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures. Then He said to them, "Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these things. Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high." Luke 24:46-49

We know from yet another account to the same event that Jesus wasn’t talking about going to Jerusalem to receive the Holy Spirit ‘within them’ because when He appeared to them according to John He released the Holy Spirit to them.

So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you." And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.” John 20:21-22

Q: How did the Father send Jesus? 

A: Preaching the gospel of the Kingdom with mighty signs, wonders, miracles, casting out devils and making disciples.

Rather He was instructing them to wait in Jerusalem till they received the baptism of the Holy Spirit ‘upon them’ so that they could be witnesses of Him.

"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." Acts 1:8

Upon receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit they were to become witnesses in Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth. 

What does this mean to us? Judea = church, Samaria = unbelievers in your region, ends of the earth = missions

3. What was required to be witnesses of Christ?

“You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you…” Acts 1:8

power (dunamis): strength, power, ability, energy, power to perform miracles, moral power, excellence of soul, the power to get wealth.

4. What is the evidence that we have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit?

1. Power to perform miracles

2. Moral power – power to resist sin

3. Strength of spirit

4. Power to get wealth

5. Excellence of soul

Tongues is a sign of the infilling of the Spirit but does not indicate that we have dunamis power.

5. How did the Apostle Paul preach the gospel?

i. “For I will not dare to speak of those things which Christ has not accomplished through me, in word and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient – in mighty signs and wonders by the power of the Holy Spirit...” Romans 15:18-19

a. He only preached what Christ has accomplished through him.

b. Though the power of the Holy Spirit through mighty signs and wonders it made the Gentiles obedient to the gospel.

ii. “And my speech and preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” 1Corinthians 2:4-5

a. He did not use persuasive words of human wisdom.

b. He used demonstration of the Spirit and of power to testify to the truth so that people would believe in God.

How does this affect us?

In order to fulfill the great commission we need to:

1. Get the power of the Holy Spirit – the power to perform miracles, power to get wealth, power for moral excellence 

2. Preach the gospel of the Kingdom

3. Go into Judea = church, Samaria = local, ends of the earth = abroad

4. Make disciples for Christ. 

