Blessed are the Poor in Spirit

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God”  (Matthew 5:3)

In order for us to be able to draw from the kingdom of God, the realm of ‘as it is in heaven’ we need to embrace a ‘poor in spirit’ mindset.

This attitude is not a mindset of poverty – which is the ‘fear’ of not having enough – but rather valuing the treasure of heaven over and above earthly treasure.  

It has nothing to do with how much money or possessions we have or do not have, but rather it’s a mind that sees heaven’s treasure as being the true riches.

Scripture teaches us that, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21)

If our heart is set on earthly treasure we will pursue earthly treasures. However if our heart is truly set on heavenly treasure we will pursue heavenly riches. This might sound like simple logic, but once we understand the power of the human heart in Scripture* we see it has the power to draw to itself what it longs for. What we should see then is that the pursuit of earthly wealth will hinder our pursuit for heavens realities as they choke God’s desires for our lives (Matthew 13:22).

*James 1:14-15, Romans 8:5-6, Galations 6:7-8, Proverbs 4:23
That’s not to say we neglect earthly responsibilities in order to gain spiritual riches, that would work against our pursuit for heavens reality as Scripture teaches, “Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches (Luke 16:11).” A poor in spirit attitude has more to do with being content with whatever possessions we have and pursuing God with our whole heart:

“… I have learnt in whatever state I am to be content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learnt to both to abound and suffer need. I can do all things in Christ who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:11-13)

“ Set your mind on things above and not on things on the earth.” (Colossians 3:2)

Since our heart is connected to our treasure – or what we value – if we set our hearts on the kingdom of heaven we will draw from God His provision for us, 

“ But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33)

We might be rich in this world or poor or just content, either way that does not affect how and what we can receive from God. Its what we value that affects us receiving from God. We might be rich in this life but if we can acknowledge our spiritual need before God and pursue the Kingdom Heaven God promises it is ours for the taking.
